
15.Ubi Sunt (2017) 
Technical details 
HD video, 2:39, color, Dolby 5.1, 26min. Portugal 
 
Synopsis 
Ubi Sunt. Porto. A cartography of an imaginary place attracted by the margins 
(social and geographical). Hybrid and eclectic, the project is the outcome of 
an audiovisual research residency of the human and urban exploration of an 
expanding city. Ubi sunt qui ante nos fuerunt?, meaning "Where are those 
who were before us?". Reflective essay on mortality and life's transience,	
it emerges from that dialectic, of a and episodic and fragmented structure with 
a choreographed cinematography; where the memory intersects the 
contemporary. The project hosts two performances - 'One Life to Live' and 
'Requiem' by Christoph Both-Asmus and counts with the participation of 
CESA. 
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Dialogue list 
Man: We don’t even dare to laugh. 
 
Salomé: Do you understand the reason for this interview? 
CESA Youth: No. 
Salomé: Name. 
CESA Youth: M. R. 
Salomé: Date of birth. 
CESA Youth: December 17th, 1998. 
Salomé: Place of residence before institutionalization. 
CESA Youth: Palmeira neighborhood Block 10, Madeira. 
Salomé: Current place of residence. 
CESA Youth: Rua do Melo nº6, Educational Center of Santo António. 
Salomé: Length of institutionalization. 
CESA Youth: 1 year. 
Salomé: Date of sentencing. 
CESA Youth: September 15th, 2015. 
Salomé: Starting date of the sentence.  
CESA Youth: January 29th, 2016. 
Salomé: Expected ending date of the sentence. 
CESA Youth: January 29th, 2017. 



Salomé: Enforcement regime. 
 
CESA Youth: Semi-open. 
Salomé: Enforcement regime. 
CESA Youth: Closed regime. 
Salomé: Starting date of the sentence. 
CESA Youth: In 2014. 
Salomé: Illicit acts committed that substantialized the sentence.  
CESA Youth: For instance, stealing, dealing… Kidnapping.  
Salomé: Did you use a firearm? 
CESA Youth: Exactly. 
Salomé: How long did you do that for?  
CESA Youth:  I did enough to be here. It’s not easy to be put in here. It’s not? 
It’s not easy. 
Salomé: Current place of residence. 
CESA Youth: Educational Center of Santo António. 
Salomé: Length of institutionalization. 
CESA Youth: 36 months. 
Salomé: Name. 
CESA Youth: A. M. 
 
Salomé: Illicit acts committed that substantialized the sentence. 
CESA Youth: Everything we came across, we robbed. We beat people up, 
made them bleed, choked them… when they fainted we would rob them, 
leave them there and walk away.  
Salomé: What did it feel like to do it? 
CESA Youth: To me, it felt like it was my life, I didn’t have a job… I didn’t have 
to have a boss. It was easy money to me. 
Salomé: Were you aware that you were causing harm?   
CESA Youth: No. 
Salomé: Were you aware that your acts were punishable by law?  
Jovem CESA Youth: Yes, I was. 
Salomé: What has been your attitude in face of the sentence?  
CESA Youth: There are rules in here. We know how to hear “no” in here.  Out 
there we didn’t hear “no,” we always heard “yes.” 
 
Salomé: Why did you keep committing those acts? 
CESA Youth: Other way I wouldn’t sleep in his house…  If I didn’t have money 
I couldn’t stay there, I’d have to leave…I had to do whatever they told me to 
do.  
Salomé: Do you understand the reason for this interview? 
CESA Youth: No. 
Salomé: Name. 
CESA Youth: A. M. 
Salomé: Date of birth. 
CESA Youth: April 1st, 2001. 
Salomé: What did it feel like in the act? 
CESA Youth: Like nothing. 



Salomé: Was the victim type indifferent than you? 
CESA Youth: Yes. 
Salomé: Were you aware that your acts were illicit?  
CESA Youth: No 
Salomé: Do you have any relatives with a criminal record? 
CESA Youth: I have an aunt who is held here at Santa Cruz do Bispo. She’s 
awaiting trial. My dad got 23 years for murder. My mom was already in prison 
at that point. After some time my dad was apprehended in Spain. I have a 
cousin who was here, he got 16 or 17... I don’t know about the others.  
 
Salomé: Social-economic situation. 
CESA Youth: How did I grow up... In the middle of... In a bad environment.  
Salomé: Identify some personal and social factors that are related to your 
deviant behavior?   
CESA Youth: Well, my dad stole also... Then it passed down to my eldest 
brother. That’s how it was.  
Salomé: What did it feel like in the act? 
CESA Youth: What did I feel? Fear of getting caught. 
Salomé: What personal benefits did you gain from your acts? 
CESA Youth: None. But it wasn’t proven. The only thing that was proven was 
an escape and they also added some proceedings.  They made me one. 
Salomé: How would you describe your journey through the penal system? 
CESA Youth: It’s strange because we don’t feel very at ease. There are 
always people watching us. Always someone over us.   
 
Salomé: Name. 
CESA Youth: F. G. 
Salomé: Date of birth. 
CESA Youth: 1998. 
Salomé: Do you regret what you did? 
CESA Youth: I do. 
Salomé: Do you intend to change? 
CESA Youth: I do. Because it’s not good to be locked up.  
 
Lawyer: Do you know what you’re accused of? 
Man: I only know what I’m accused of. 
Lawyer: It’s the same thing. You were accused of doing that which you were 
accused of.   
Man: That’s absurd. 
Lawyer: Charges have been filed. 
Man: And my innocence? 
Lawyer: What did you do on that day? 
Man: I have no idea. 
Lawyer: Do you know what’s at stake here? The facts. 
Man: Where are the facts? 
Lawyer: In the proof. 
Man: Where is the proof? 
Lawyer: In the accusation. 



Man: Where are they? 
Lawyer: Who? 
Man: The accusations. 
Lawyer: They’re in the case. 
Man: And the case? Where is it? 
Lawyer: Refrain to just answering. 
Man: Can someone testify that on a particular day the judge was not seen in 
that place? 
Lawyer: It would require somebody declaring something that they did not see. 
Man: People never say what they didn’t see. And nobody ever asks them. I 
have witnesses. 
Lawyer: Where are these people? 
Man: Everywhere. 
Lawyer: One witness is enough. 
Man: I call to my defense the prosecuting attorney.  
Lawyer: What? 
Man: Did you see me at the place of the crime on that day? 
Lawyer: Of course not. 
Man: There’s your witness. 
Lawyer: That is absurd. 
Man: It’s your absurd against mine. 
Lawyer: I wonder if he begged. 
Man: I didn’t pay attention. 
Lawyer: Let me see. 
Man: There is nothing to see. 
Lawyer: And if we show remorse? 
 
Man: Punctuality is important. In any circumstance.  
Woman: Without a doubt. 
Woman: I brought you what you asked for. Can I go? 
Man: You did well. Not yet. Modus operandis. 
Woman: What do I care? 
Man: Words. 
Woman: No. 
Man: Are you certain? 
Woman: I don’t share certainties. 
Man: Excuse me?  It doesn’t matter to me. 
Woman: Good 
 
Man: I’m going to kill myself to affirm my insubordination.  
Lawyer: I’m going to kill myself to affirm my insubordination. 
Man: Is everything alright? 
Lawyer: Where does the confession start, how about the accusation?  
Man: The most certain thing about silences is not the one who shuts up but 
the one who speaks.  
Lawyer: The inconceivable unity between the general and the particular. 
Man: If everything is permitted, it doesn’t mean that anything is forbidden.   
Lawyer: What other truth can I recognize without lying? 



Man: Nobody is resolved. But everybody is transfigured.  
Man: It won’t be much longer until I shut up. 
Man: Of course. We will see each other again and cheerfully tell one another 
all that has happened. 
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